The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science

Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

March 4th, 2009

Voting Members Present: Sarah Schlesinger –Acting Chair, Ed Barbour, Jon Blumendfeld, Gila Budescu. Edgar Charles, Barry Coller, Lynn Dustin, Emil Gotschlich, Peter Holt, Lisa Hudgins, Rhonda  Kost, Michelle Lowes, Suzanne Magnotta, Maija Neville, Melissa Offenhartz, Terry Solomon, Sandhya Vasan, Knut Wittkowski
Invited: Donna Brassil, Shawniqua Williams

______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order at 2:36pm

_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Approve minutes from the February 4th, 2009 ACCTS Meeting

2. INITIAL REVIEW

a) Mia Gaudet*
Methodological Pilot Study: Influence of Fasting Status and Processing Time on Serological Biomarkers of Energy Balance

[Reviewer: Dr. Jon Blumenfeld]

b) James Krueger*
A comparison of biomarkers of skin lesions and synovial tissue in patients with active Psoriatic Arthritis

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

c) Kristine Nograles*
A study evaluating the role of Th17 cells in Juvenile Psoriatic Arthritis

[Reviewer: Dr. Michelle Lowes]
d) Jeffrey Ravetch*
HIV Study of Neutralizing Antibody Activity

[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]

e) Swaroop Pendyala*
Monocyte Intracellular Cytokine Production in Healthy Volunteers

[Reviewer: Dr. Sandhya Vasan]

3. CONTINUING REVIEW

a) Lisa Neff*
LNE – 0602 - The Natural History of Obesity and Associated Conditions Before, During, and After Treatment with Conventional Therapies

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]
b) Michel Nussenzweig*
MNU – 0625 - Identification and Characterization of Human Auto-Reactive B Cells in Autoimmune Diseases, HIV Infection and Healthy Volunteers

[Reviewer: Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]

4. EXEMPT PROTOCOLS

a) James Krueger*
JKR – 0603 - A Phase 3, Multicenter, Randomized Study Comparing CNTO 1275 and Etanercept for the Treatment of Moderate to Severe Plaque Psoriasis

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

b) Marcelo Magnasco
MAG-0580 - Time summation in sound perception

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

c) Rhonda Kost
RKO-0627 - Focus Groups of Research Participants and Research Professionals to Identify Key Dimensions of the Research Participant Experience






[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

d) David Ho
DHO-0614 - Evaluation of Local Reactogenicity and Systemic Reactogenicity Following Serial Administration of ADVAX, a Clade C DNA Vaccine, ADVAX e/g + ADVAX p/n-t, by Ichor TriGrid in vivo Electroporation to HIV-Uninfected, Healthy Volunteers

[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]

e) Madhav Dhodapkar
MDH-0575 - Immunology and pathobiology of plasma cell disorders

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

5. Reports of Director and Co-Director

Dr. Coller reported that the external reviews of the Biostatistics and Informatics cores went well.  iRIS received great reviews and suggestions were given for the overall strategy of the Informatics core.

6. Reports of Subcommittees

a) Informatics [Ed Barbour]

b) Research Education, Training, and Career Development [Sarah Schlesinger]
Dr. Schlesinger announced that list of lectures was in the process of being drafted for the Certificate Program techniques course.

Dr. Schlesinger reported that Joe Bonner met with a representative from The Hall of Science to build a collaborative relationship with their SEPA program. The Center plans to participate by providing 4 to 6 lectures in translational science.  The Center will also have the opportunity to have a plaque dedicated as well as provide “content advice” regarding scientific presentations. Dr. Coller will provide one of the first content reviews.

c) Pediatric Subcommittee [Sandhya Vasan]
Dr. Vasan reported that the Center will be partnering with Yale’s CTSA as a means of building better networking opportunities in the future around pediatric research.

7. Review of Center Metrics and Resource Utilization

None to Report


8. Assessment of Underutilization, Inappropriate Use, and Low Productivity

None to Report

9. Review of Budget

Ms. Neville reported that NIH recently approved the carryover request submitted in November.  The money will be used to increase existing funding of pilot projects and to purchase equipment for the immune monitoring core. 

10. Strategic Planning Issues

None to Report

* denotes that this protocol has been assigned using iRIS

The meeting was adjourned at 4:26pm

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator

Approved:

_________________________________

Robert B. Darnell, MD, PhD

Chair
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