The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science

Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

February 4th, 2009

Voting Members Present: Sarah Schlesinger –Acting Chair, Ed Barbour, Jon Blumendfeld, Gila Budescu, Edgar Charles, Barry Coller, Lynn Dustin, Emil Gotschlich, Peter Holt, Lisa Hudgins, Rhonda  Kost, Michelle Lowes, Suzanne Magnotta, Maija Neville, Melissa Offenhartz, Terry Solomon, Sandhya Vasan, Knut Wittkowski
Invited: Donna Brassil, Marina Caskey, Shawniqua Williams
______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order at 2:31pm

_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Approve minutes from the January 7th, 2009 ACCTS Meeting

2. INITIAL REVIEW

a) Barbara O’Sullivan
Mechanisms of Endothelial Cell Dysfunction in Sleep Apnea

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]
b) James Krueger
A study to evaluate reversal of the pathological epidermal phenotype in severe AD with suppression of immune activation during cyclosporine A therapy

[Reviewer: Dr. Michelle Lowes]
c) Swaroop Pendyala*
Effects of a Western-type Diet on Colorectal Inflammation, Gut Permeability and Systemic Endotoxemia

[Reviewer: Dr. Lisa Hudgins]
3. CONTINUING REVIEW

a) Robert Darnell*
RDA-0269 - Tumor immunity in neurologically normal patients


[Reviewer: Dr. Emil C Gotschlich]


b) Sanford Simon*

SSI-0624 - Imaging Single Molecular Events in the Cell


[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]
c) Manish Ponda*

MAP-0626 - The effect of Vitamin D3 repletion in Chronic Kidney Disease Stage 3 on levels of endotoxin, intestinal permeability and markers of accelerated atherosclerosis


[Reviewer: Dr. Emil C Gotschlich]
4. Exempted Protocols

a) Mary Jeanne  Kreek*

MKR-0146 - Human Genetic Correlates of the Addictive Diseases


[Reviewer: Dr. Jon Blumenfeld]
b) Markus Stoffel
MST-0557 - Relation of obesity with frequency of meals

[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

c) Markus Stoffel

MST-0513 - FOXA2 expression in adipose tissue of human subjects with obesity/insulin-resistance

[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

d) James Krueger
JKR-0598 - Histologic assessment of GVHD treated with efalizumab Companion study to the clinical protocol: Weekly subcutaneous efalizumab for the treatment of steroid refractory graft-versus-host disease of the skin and liver

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]
e) Martin Markowitz*

MMA-0597 - A Phase 2, Open-Label, Multicenter Study of the Safety of Ritonavir-Boosted GS-9137 (GS-9137/r) Administered in Combination with Other Antiretroviral Agents for the Treatment of HIV-1 Infected Subjects


[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]
5. Reports of Director and Co-Director

Dr. Coller discussed the University Town Hall meeting that took place earlier in the afternoon.  Dr. Paul Nurse addressed the University finances for the upcoming fiscal year as well as an estimate on the financial status of the University for the next three years. Dr. Coller noted that the NIH will hopefully receive some stimulus funding that can be used for infrastructure development including but not limited to equipment upgrades for cores.

Dr. Coller announced that the External Advisory Committee will take place in the evening on March 10th and/or the morning of March 11th. Dr. Coller noted that we will also have two external reviews, one for Biostatistics and one for the Informatics core.  Dr. Coller also announced that CTSA project officer, Dr. Rosenblum, will conduct his annual Rockefeller University CTSA site visit on March 30th.

6. Reports of Subcommittees

a) Informatics [Ed Barbour]
Mr. Barbour announced that Dr. Brian Athey would be arriving February 26 to review the Center’s Informatics program.

b) Research Education, Training, and Career Development [Sarah Schlesinger]
Dr. Schlesinger noted that the Certificate Program is currently planning the scientific techniques course which will take place in March.  Dr. Schlesinger also noted that a representative from the Hall of Science contacted her in regards to a new exhibit focused on scientific discoveries at Rockefeller University. Dr. Schlesinger reported that a visit is being planned for Friday, February 13.

c) Protection of Human Subjects, Regulatory Issues and GCP [Rhonda Kost]
Dr. Kost announced that the development of the online investigator manual is still progressing and will be used to aid beginning and experienced investigators through the protocol preparation and submission process.
d) Biostatistics and Research Design [Knut Wittkowski]
Dr. Wittkowski submitted a report on the progress within the Biostatistics core. .
7. Review of Center Metrics and Resource Utilization
None to report
8. Assessment of Underutilization, Inappropriate Use, and Low Productivity

None to report
9. Review of Budget

None to report
10. Strategic Planning Issues

None to report
* denotes that this protocol has been assigned using iRIS

The meeting was adjourned at 4:08pm

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator

Approved:

_________________________________

Robert B. Darnell, MD, PhD

Chair
PAGE  
3

