The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science

Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

April 1st, 2009

Voting Members Present: Robert Darnell – Chair, Ed Barbour, Jon Blumenfeld, Gila Budescu, Edgar Charles, Barry Coller, Lynn Dustin, Emil Gotschlich, Peter Holt, Lisa Hudgins, Rhonda  Kost, James Krueger, Michelle Lowes, Maija Neville, Barbara O’Sullivan, Sarah Schlesinger, Terry Solomon, Mayte Suarez-Farinas, Sandhya Vasan, Knut Wittkowski
Invited: Donna Brassil, Angela Slattery

______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order at 2:32pm

_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Approve minutes from the March 4th, 2009 ACCTS Meeting

2. INITIAL REVIEW

a) Charles Rice
Isolation and Culture of Tissue Culture Infectious HCV from Blood.

[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]

3. RE-REVIEW

a) James Krueger
A study to evaluate reversal of the pathological epidermal phenotype in severe AD with suppression of immune activation during cyclosporine A therapy

[Reviewer: Dr. Michelle Lowes]

4. EXEMPT

a) Joseph Dougherty*




Study of serotonergic genes in autism








[Reviewer: Dr. Lynn Dustin]

b) Arleen Auerbach*
AAU-0112 - Entrance into the International Fanconi Anemia Registry (IFAR)

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

c) Robert Darnell*
RDA-0572  - Immunotherapy of the Paraneoplastic Syndromes (This protocol was formerly ADO-0538-0405)

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

d) Martin Markowitz*
MMA-0607  - A Pilot Study of the New York HIV Transmission Study: Project HITS-NY, Illicit Drug Use and Social Network Effects Among at Risk and Recently/Acutely HIV-1 Infected MSM








[Reviewer: Dr. Sandhya Vasan]

e) Martin Markowitz*
MMA-0606  - Mucosal and Innate Immune Responses and Viral Reservoirs in Tissues and Cells During Acute HIV Infection (CHAVI-O12)

[Reviewer: Dr. Sandhya Vasan]

f) Michel Nussenzweig*
Leukapheresis Procedure for the Identification and Characterization of Human Auto Reactive B Cells in Autoimmune Diseases, HIV Infection and Healthy Volunteers







[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

g) Michel Nussenzweig*
* Identification and Characterization of Human Auto-Reactive B Cells in Autoimmune Diseases, HIV Infection and Healthy Volunteers


[Reviewer: Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]

h) Michelle Lowes




MLO-0651 - Mechanism of action of narrowband UVB phototherapy in the treatment of psoriasis vulgaris

[Reviewer: Dr. Martin Markowitz]

i) Jurg Ott



JOT-0552 - Sibling Study of Age-Related Macular Degeneration

[Reviewer: Dr. Michelle Lowes]

j) Robert Darnell*
RDA-0537  - A Phase I/II Study of Autologous Dendritic Cells Pulsed with Apoptotic Tumor Cells (DC/PC3) Administered Subcutaneously to Prostate Cancer Patients
[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

k) Jurg Ott
JOT-0581 - Substance Abuse and HIV: Genetics and Disease Progression 








[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]

l) Jurg Ott

JOT-0553 - Gene x Environment Factors in Smoking Cessation

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

m) Jurg Ott





JOT-0329 - Linkage Analysis Methods in Schizophrenia (Expedited)

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

n) Lisa Hudgins





LHU-0471 - Sensitivity to Fructose-Induced Palmitate Synthesis in End-Stage Renal Disease

[Reviewer: Dr. Robert Darnell]

o) Jon Blumenfeld
JBL-0496 - Autosomal Dominant Polycystic Kidney Disease Repository

[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

p) Jan Breslow
JBR-0512 - High fat/protein vs. high carbohydrate diets in the treatment of obesity

[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

q) Sarah Schlesinger
SSC-0605 - A Single-Patient Study Using AGS-006 as an Immunotherapeutic in a Subject with Newly Diagnosed Resectable Pancreatic Cancer

[Reviewer: Dr. Martin Markowitz]

r) Mary Jeanne Kreek*
Corticotropin Releasing Factor (hCRF) Effects and Possible Role in Addictive Diseases







[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

s) Mary Jeanne Kreek*
Physiologic Effects of Opioid Peptides and Their Congeners: Dynorphin A Peptides







[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

5. Reports of Director and Co-Director
Dr. Coller reported that the CCTS’s External Advisory Board (EAB) meeting was held on March 11, 2009.  Dr. Coller reported that the CCTS had its annual site visit by NIH/NCRR project officer Dan Rosenblum on March 30, 2009.  Dr. Coller is currently waiting for an official signed EBA report for submission to Dan Rosenblum  as well as for our annual progress report, noting that all suggestions would be taken into consideration for the coming year.

Dr. Coller also announced that on March 18, 2009 the NIH Announced the Availability of Recovery Act Funds for Administrative Supplements from NCRR. The Center plans to submit 7 grants.  The NCRR will allow CTSAs to submit up to 7 grants; 2 for T1 or T2 Translational Sciences, 1 for strategic goals, 2 for education and development, 1 for community engagement, and 1 for pilot studies.  Dr. Coller stated that he would be reaching out to the Rockefeller Community for grant submissions.

Dr. Coller also noted that progress is being made with submitting the annual progress report for the NIH.
6. Reports of Subcommittees

a) Partnership Subcommittee [Teresa Solomon]
Ms. Solomon submitted the following document;

Public Private Partnership Key Function Committee

Summary of Potential PPP KFC Activities 

    Engaging CTSAs with Industry and non-profit organizations:

                        

· Plan a CTSA wide meeting with industry and not-for-profit groups such as foundations, patient advocacy groups on Business Practices and Best Management Models in order to develop model agreements as well as creative “out of the box” type agreements and arrangements in the pre-competitive space.

· Engage both the private and non-profit sector to identify gaps and opportunities for partnership and collaboration with CTSA institutions.  

· Plan a CTSA venture forum showcasing CTSA projects ready for commercialization. 

Improving PPP Transactions:

· Development of Inter-Institutional CTSA Agreements

· Develop repository or database on research materials implementing electronic MTAs with information that can be mined by CTSAs and other groups

· Process Improvement opportunities for streamlining agreements processes across the CTSAs and developing “best business practices” model for non clinical research agreements.

PPP Education:

· Move toward a comprehensive shared core 3P curriculum among CTSAs utilizing web based courses, joint marketing, and sharing of course materials where possible.  Consider pod casts, Adobe Connect tutorials, shared links to course materials, etc. 

· Coordinate efforts with SGC #2 to catalog current PPP curricula across the CTSAs.
Continue support of PPP Administrative Supplement:

· The overall goal of the administrative supplement project is to develop a portal for information exchange connecting the targets and “failed and shelved” drugs to engage in drug repositioning.

· Form clusters of individual researchers based on their research interests.  Pharma will receive information about the clusters, and a pilot cluster-Pharma relationship may be formed.
c) Inter-Institutional Collaboration, Recruitment, and Community Engagement [Rhonda Kost]
Dr. Kost submitted a letter requesting funding to support a community engagement initiative that was initially proposed in November 2008.  As stated in the letter the Rockefeller University CCTS, in collaboration with the Clinical Directors Network responded to a Request for Applications for administrative supplements to the CTSA award to fund new community based participatory research partnerships.  As this initial request did not receive funding from the NCRR, Dr. Kost has requested consideration by the ACCTS board to provide funding in the amount of $87,250. A detailed budget is provided.
Action: Approved to receive funding in the amount of $87,250.00.

Dr. Kost also noted that discussions continue with Dr. Oldham of the CUNY School of Public Health regarding the mission and goals at Hunter College.  Dr. Coller has invited Dr. Oldham to partner with the Center and join the subcommittee in order to make educational content readily available at both institutes. 
7. Review of Center Metrics and Resource Utilization

None

8. Assessment of Underutilization, Inappropriate Use, and Low Productivity

None

9. Review of Budget

None

10. Strategic Planning Issues

None


* denotes that this protocol has been assigned using iRIS

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40pm

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator

Approved:

_________________________________

Robert B. Darnell, MD, PhD

Chair
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