The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science

Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

March 5th, 2008

Voting Members Present: Ed Barbour, Jon Blumenfeld, Edgar Charles, Barry Coller, Robert Darnell Emil Gotschlich, Rhonda Kost, James Krueger, Maija Neville, Melissa Offenhartz, Sarah Schlesinger, Terry Solomon,  Mayte Suarez, Knut Wittkowski 

Invited: Donna Brassil, Jean Jenkins, Justin O’Connor

______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order at 2:37pm

_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Minutes from the February 6th, 2008 ACCTS meeting were reviewed and approved.


2. Initial Review(s)

a) Sanford Simon
Imaging Single Molecular Events Inside Cells

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

b) Michel Nussenzweig
Identification and Characterization of Human Auto-Reactive B Cells in Autoimmune Diseases, HIV Infection and Healthy Volunteers

[Reviewer: Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]

3. Re-Review(s)

a) David Ho
DHO-0614 - Evaluation of Local Reactogenicity and Systemic Reactogenicity Following Serial Administration of ADVAX, a Clade C DNA Vaccine, ADVAX e/g + ADVAX p/n-t, by Ichor TriGrid in vivo Electroporation to HIV-Uninfected, Healthy Volunteers

[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]

b) Peter Holt
PHO-0588 - Colorectal Inflammatory Response to a Western-Style Diet 






[Reviewer: Dr. Jon Blumenfeld]
4. Continuing Review(s)

a) Martin Markowitz
MMA-0535 - The SETPOINT Study ? A Randomized Study of the Effect of Immediate Treatment with Potent Antiretroviral Therapy versus Observation with Treatment as Indicated in Newly Infected HIV-1 infected Subjects: Does early Therapy Alter the Virologic Setpoint? (AIN503/A5217Version 1.0, Dated August 9, 2004, Version 2.0, Dated July 5, 2005)

[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]

b) Lisa Neff
LNE-0602 - The Natural History of Obesity and Associated Conditions Before, During, and After Treatment with Conventional Therapies

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

c) Robert Darnell
RDA-0537 - A Phase I/II Study of Autologous Dendritic Cells Pulsed with Apoptotic Tumor Cells (DC/PC3) Administered Subcutaneously to Prostate Cancer Patients

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

d) James Krueger*
JKR-0603 - A Phase 3, Multicenter, Randomized Study Comparing CNTO 1275 and Etanercept for the Treatment of Moderate to Severe Plaque Psoriasis

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

5. Exempted Reviews

a) Leslie Vosshall
LVO-0619 - Physiological Effects of Androstadienone Exposure 
6. Reports of Director and Co-Director

Dr. Coller made three major announcements; the Center eNewsletter is in the process of being finalized for release, the External Advisory Board (EAB) meeting would be held on Tuesday, March 11th, 2008 from 6-9PM and Thursday, March 12th from 10:30 to 12:30.  Dr. Coller has prepared a presentation that will identify highlights, milestones, and challenges encountered during Year 02 of the CTSA award.  Dr. Coller also reported that Dr. Edgar Charles received a K08 award from NIH. 

Dr. Coller reported that Dr. Casanova’s recruitment is continuing.  Dr. Coller announced that Dr. Eric Marrow will be speaking at the Center on Monday, March 10th, 2008 during the lecture series.  Dr. Eric Marrow is currently being considered for a faculty appointment at RU.  

Dr. Coller reported that updates on the recent budget cuts indicate that the Center will receive a 5% budget cut on top of the 2.9% cut for year three and that funding will remain at that level for years four and five.

Dr. Coller noted that the recruitment of Clinical Scholars to the Center is going well.  The number one priority is to increase the number of new protocols.  Dr. Coller also noted the potential for further partnering with MSKCC.

7. Reports of Subcommittees

a) Research Education, Training, and Career Development

[Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]



Dr. Schlesinger reported on efforts being made to track the progress of Scholars obtaining a Master’s Degree through the CCTS at the University. A collaborative effort with the Dean’s office is underway to track their progress on a yearly basis.
Dr. Schlesinger reported the efforts being made by the CCTS to create a certificate program at the University for PhD students, MD – PhD students and Postdoctoral fellows who wish to learn more about Clinical and Translational Science.  The certificate program might potentially also help in the development of additional protocols.

8. Review of Center Metrics and Resource Utilization

Nothing to report
9. Assessment of Underutilization, Inappropriate Use, and Low Productivity


Nothing to report

10. Review of Budget

Nothing to report
11. Strategic Planning Issues

Nothing to report
The meeting was adjourned at 4:25pm

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator

Approved:

_________________________________

Robert B. Darnell, MD, PhD

Chair

