The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science
Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

January 31st, 2007
Voting Members Present: J. Krueger (acting chair, ex‑officio), E. Barbour, J. Blumenfeld, E. Charles, B. Coller, M. Dhodapkar, E. Gotschlich, P. Holt, R. Kost, S. Magnotta, K. McClary, M. Neville, C. Rice, S. Schlesinger, T. Solomon, K. Wittkowski 

Invited: J. Berger, D. Brassil, B. Kaiser, E. Londoñez, J. Zakartos (Clinical Scholar)
_______________________________________________________________________________
The meeting was called to order at 2:34 PM.

_______________________________________________________________________________
1. Minutes from the Jan. 3, 2007 ACCTS meeting were reviewed and approved.


2. Scientific Review of New Protocols

a. James Krueger, MD, PhD  
Protocol ACD3101G: RAPTIVA Epidemiologic Study of Psoriasis Outcomes and Safety Events (response) in Patients with Chronic Moderate to Severe Plaque Psoriasis
[Reviewer: Dr. Madhav Dhodapkar]

b. Sagit Zolotov, MD  
Studies of the Molecular Mechanism of Leptin Resistance in Peripheral Blood Cells 
[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

a. Martin Markowitz, MD
MMA-0559 – The role of the gastrointestinal lymphoid system in the pathogenesis of HIV-1 infection and health

[Reviewer: Dr. Charles Edgar]
b. Martin Markowitz, MD
MMA-0582– A Multi-Center, Double-Blind, Randomized, Placebo-Controlled Study to Evaluate the Safety and Antiretroviral Activity of MK-0518 in Combination with an Optimized Background Therapy (OBT), Versus Optimized Background Therapy Alone in HIV-Infected Patients with Documented Resistance to at Least 1 Drug in Each of the 3 Classes of Licensed Oral Antiretroviral Therapies  (Merck & Co.)






[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]

c. Markus Stoffel, MD
MST-0557 – Relation of Obesity with Frequency of Meals






[Reviewer: Dr. Jan Breslow]

d. Robert Darnell, MD, PhD
RDA-0148 – Killer T Cell Activity in the Paraneoplastic Neurologic Syndromes






[Reviewer: Prof. Emil Gotschlich]

e. Jan Breslow, MD
JBR-0583 - Exploratory Feasibility Study: High Fat/ Protein Diet in the Treatment of Obesity






[Reviewer: Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]

f. Mary Jeanne Kreek, MD
MKR-0146 - Human Genetic Correlates of the Addictive Diseases






[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

g. Madhav Dhodpakar, MD
MDA-0474 –Anti-tumor Immunity in Multiple Myeloma





[Reviewer: D. Sarah Schlesinger]

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Reports of Director and Co-Director


Dr. Coller discussed with the Committee the idea of creating and distributing an e-newsletter.  The goal of this newsletter would be to increase and improve communications with this Committee and the broader community and to essentially keep people informed.  Dr. Holt specifically asked who the newsletter would go to.  The Committee agreed that the newsletter would go to the ACCTS and all of its subcommittees, the clinical scholars and perhaps the HOLs.  The content and frequency of this proposed newsletter was also discussed.

Dr. Coller announced to the Committee that we are currently funded to support two medical students at $26,500 per year.  This will be an open competition that will be announced to all HOLs and the Deans of local Medical schools.  A personal statement, dean’s letter for acknowledgement of good standing, and a letter from a mentor will be required for each candidate.  Due to students’ schedules, a decision will have to be made by the end of February.  Dr. Coller encouraged all members of the ACCTS to take advantage of this opportunity if they currently know any interested medical students.  Dr. Krueger stated that if we receive 3 or 4 outstanding students we could potentially rebudget funding.

Dr. Coller informed the ACCTS that the national CTSA website is now up and running and Rockefeller is linked to the site.

Dr. Wittkowski reported that the NIH Steering Committee on Evaluation hired a company to do metrics.  These metrics will be used to report progress to Congress and for no other purpose.  Dr. Wittkowski also stated that he offered μstat to the members of the Steering Committee.

Dr. Krueger informed the Committee that an application has been received for the position of Director of the immuno-monitoring core. However, we have still not purchased the necessary equipment.   We are in the process of requesting to rebudget 250K to purchase a flow cytometer and expect this to be approved by the NIH.  The ACCTS approved the purchase of the Luminex at the last meeting.

4.  Reports of Subcommittees
a) Research Education, Training, and Career Development [Sarah Schlesinger]
The new application form for the Master’s degree program was discussed.  The subcommittee will be working with IT to develop the workflow.  A paper application has been created and modified to meet the requirements of the Dean’s Office. The Co-Chair informed the ACCTS that all applications will reside in the dean’s office. 

b) Protection of Human Subjects, Regulatory Issues and GCP [Robert Darnell and Rhonda Kost]


Dr. Kost reported that the IND Specialist Monitor; Kimberly Bazylewicz, started the previous week.  She is already integrating her role with the investigators and their specific needs.  We are still actively recruiting a Monitor and 2 Clinical Research Specialists.


c) Pilot Collaborative Translational and Clinical Studies [James Krueger] 
Dr. Krueger informed the ACCTS that 9 pilot projects were approved for funding.  A revision of direct and indirect costs will need to occur in order to comply with Rockefeller grant award policy. These revisions will not however, affect the awardees. 

d) Inter-Institutional Collaboration, Recruitment, and Community Engagement  [Jane Berger]


Ms. Berger reported that she met with Joe Bonner and Drs. Kost and Holt.  The 3 main topics that were discussed were: 1) develop and state goals for the committee and to plan objectives; 2) establish the role of Rockefeller University Hospital in the community, and 3) develop strategies on how to increase recruitment through the use of media. The subcommittee needs to ensure that it will have a sufficient budget to achieve its objectives. 
Dr. Coller discussed areas of potential outreach, the first being the recruitment of populations appropriate for study.  It is essential to learn from community physicians what areas are important for scientific research.  Helping to decrease health care disparities is another important area of focus. Our HIV vaccine study in China is helping to decrease health disparities in the global community.  Dr. Coller informed the ACCTS that he was contacted recently by Dr. Jonathan Tobin, President/CEO of the Clinical Director’s Network (CDN) an agency that works with health care providers and community health centers, who might be a valuable addition to the Institutional Collaboration, Recruitment, and Community Engagement subcommittee.  Dr. Coller also suggested that Ms. Neville join this subcommittee.

Dr. Kost suggested a discussion with Eileen Hilton of BRANY.  BRANY is a CRO that distributes protocols to community physicians.  She has a broad understanding of the needs of both the general community and the academic community.
e) Biostatistics and Research Design [Knut Wittkowski]
Dr. Wittkowski reported that he will be attending the first meeting of the Biostatistics and Epidemiology Research Design (BERD) committee in March.  Dr. Wittkowski went to Seattle to meet with the consultants who have been hired to make WISDOM more “user friendly”.  The meeting was very positive.

Dr. Wittkowski also distributed a handout on the mμ-Stat package.  Dr. Wittkowski initiated a discussion regarding the copyright policy of scholarly work at Rockefeller University.  It was suggested that a new policy could be drafted with Terry Solomon.

5.  Review of Center Metrics and Resource Utilization


Drs. Coller, O’Sullivan, and Krueger are working with the subcommittees to assess the available metrics and what the needs of the subcommittees may be.  The importance of the metrics will need to be weighed against the amount of labor required to collect them if they are not readily available through iRIS.

6.  Review of Budget
Ms. Neville explained the current CTSA budget and year to date spending. We are currently under-spending our budget by 35% primarily because we have not recruited to all of our positions.  A budget modification is being  developed and discussions are taking place with department heads around projected hiring dates and needs in order to minimize any residual funds at the end of the year.  

7. Strategic Planning Issues

Dr. Coller discussed the External CCTS Advisory Committee.  The committee’s report will be written by a subset of the Hospital Committee, including Drs. Joseph Goldstein, Edward Benz, and David Nathan.  A packet of information similar to the one created for the recent NIH site visit will be distributed to the members of this committee.  This would include information on the pilot projects and the clinical scholar applications.  The Committee discussed the idea of offering a retreat for Clinical and Translational Science in 12 to 14 months.  This would be a powerful way to learn what we are doing scientifically and to also create new collaborations.

Dr. Coller informed the Committee that the recruitment of faculty is a chief goal of his.  A letter was sent to the HOLs to identify possible candidates and there has been some response. It was recommended that a letter was also be sent to the MD/PhDs that graduated between 9 and 15 years ago to generate potential candidates.   We are trying to recruit scientists who meet the high scientific standards of Rockefeller University, while also studying patients that can be cared for at the Hospital.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 PM

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________
Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator
Approved:

_________________________________

James Krueger, MD, PhD  
Acting Chair
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