The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science

Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

January 2nd, 2008

Voting Members Present: Edgar Charles, Barry Coller, Robert Darnell, Emil Gotschlich, Peter Holt, Rhonda Kost, James Krueger, Maija Neville, Melissa Offenhartz, Charles Rice, Sarah Schlesinger,  Mayte Suarez, Knut Wittkowski 

Invited: Donna Brassil, Justin O’Connor 

_______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order at 2:34pm

_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Minutes from the December 5th, 2007 ACCTS meeting were reviewed and approved.


2. Old Business

a) Review of Center Metrics and Resource Utilization
Ms. Neville reported that the Center Metrics had been distributed electronically for the Board to review as well as hard copies. Ms. Neville reported that she would be attending all upcoming subcommittee meetings to review the NIH metrics.  Ms. Neville hopes to get feedback from the subcommittees in order to get a better understanding of what their needs are.  Ms. Neville hopes that her attendance to these meetings will provide a better understanding of subcommittee roles as well as aid subcommittees in regards to the ACCTS standards.
3. Scientific Re-Review of Protocols

a) Vincent Fischetti
Studies on Susceptibility to Group A Streptococcal Pharyngitis: Tonsillar Tissue Investigation

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

b) Allegra Grossman
The Effect of Vitamin D Repletion on Insulin Resistance

[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]
4. Scientific Review of Ongoing Protocols

a) Elaine Fuchs
EFU-0529 - Gene Expression, Differentiation, and Hair Disorders in Human Skin (Protocols EFU-0472 and 0473 were combined into this one protocol)

[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]
b) Robert Darnell
RDA-0148 - Killer T Cell Activity in the Paraneoplastic Neurologic Syndromes

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]
5. Reports of Director and Co-Director
Dr Coller reported that he will attend the CTSA Consortium Oversight Committee meeting in Bethesda Maryland January 15-16.  Dr. Zerhouni will be in attendance on the 15th.  The meeting will focus on the relationship between the Consortium Oversight Committee and the CTSA subcommittees as well as the CTSA budget.  

Dr. Coller reported on the progress of Dr. Casanova’s recruitment to RU. Dr. Coller noted that Cornell is recruiting a new head of Infectious Diseases and one of the candidates is Dr. Casanova’s friend.  Dr. Coller commented that if both of these investigators are recruited, they would create a very exciting new program across the institutions. 

Dr. Coller announced the following meetings scheduled for the coming months:

· April 28, Dan Rosenblum, CCTS Program Officer from NIH/NCRR will be at RU for a site visit. 

· The annual External Advisory Board Review meeting will take place March 11-12, 2008.  

Dr. Coller noted that the Center has yet to select a speaker for the Annual Rufus Cole lecture. Dr. Coller requested that the board suggest possible candidates to discuss at next months meeting.

Dr. Coller reported that RU is currently in the process of organizing a RU/Yale Collaboration joint trainee meeting for Clinical Scholars.  Once a date is finalized it will be reported to the ACCTS to identify members who may want attend.   
6. Reports of Subcommittees

a) Protection of Human Subject, Regulatory Issues and GCP


[Dr. Rhonda Kost] 
Dr. Kost announced that the first phase of iRIS is ready to roll out, the first Initial and continuing protocols would be tested this month.  In February there would be a one hour usability training session conducted by Jean Jenkins from Hospital IT, during the ACCTS meeting. 

Dr. Kost reported that the GCP subcommittee would be meeting this month to review the GCP strategic plan draft and CCTS metrics.
b) Inter-institutional Collaboration, Recruitment, and Community Engagement


[Dr. Rhonda Kost]
Dr. Kost announced that Ms. Londoño resigned from her position as the Community Engagement Recruitment Specialist. She is currently recruiting for this position. In the interim recruitment support will still be available for investigators. 

c) Research Education, Training, and Career Development

[Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]
Dr. Schlesinger announced that the Research Education Online Application is up and running and that several applications have been submitted.

Dr. Coller noted that the CCTS is in the process of contacting Dean’s of local and out of state medical schools and medical mentors to attract medical students interested in taking a year off from school to explore research as a career.  We are working with the Dean’s office to identify housing availability in the Scholars residence while they are here.  
7. Assessment of Underutilization, Inappropriate Use, and Low Productivity
Dr. Coller reported that the CCTS is experiencing low resource utilization primarily due to the low number of new protocols.  It was suggested that the Center recruit PIs and Clinical Scholars to generate protocols as well as encourage “add on” studies to already existing protocols.

Dr. Krueger commented that the Outpatient volume has decreased while the Inpatient volume has remained the same.

8. Strategic Planning Issues

None 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:01pm

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator

Approved:

_________________________________

Barry Coller, MD

Acting Chair
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