The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science

Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

February 6th, 2008

Voting Members Present: Ed Barbour, Jon Blumenfeld, Barry Coller, Emil Gotschlich, Peter Holt, Rhonda Kost, Suzanne Magnotta, Maija Neville, Melissa Offenhartz, Sarah Schlesinger,  Mayte Suarez, Knut Wittkowski 

Invited: Donna Brassil, Jean Jenkins, Justin O’Connor, Veronica Whalen

Acting Chair: Barry Coller

_______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order at 2:32pm

_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Minutes from the January 2nd, 2008 ACCTS meeting were reviewed and approved.


2. Continuing Reviews

a) Robert Darnell
RDA-0269 - Tumor immunity in neurologically normal patients

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

b) Jan Breslow
JBR-0583 - Exploratory feasibility study: High fat/ protein diet in the treatment of obesity

[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

c) Madhav Dhodapkar
MDH-0474 - Anti-Tumor Immunity in Multiple Myeloma

[Reviewer: Dr. Christian Munz]

d) Mary Jeanne Kreek
MKR-0146 - Human Genetic Correlates of the Addictive Diseases

[Reviewer: Dr. Jon Blumenfeld]

3. Exempted Reviews

a) Christian Munz
CMU-0478 - Endogenous MHC class II processing of EBV antigens crucial to immune control of tumors with high incidence in AIDS patients and immigrants from southern China

[Reviewer: Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]

b) Christian Munz
CMU-0533 - DC/NK interactions in human secondary lymphoid organs

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

c) Markus Stoffel
MST-0557 - Relation of obesity with frequency of meals

[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

d) Martin Markowitz
MMA-0597 - A Phase 2, Open-Label, Multicenter Study of the Safety of Ritonavir-Boosted GS-9137 (GS-9137/r) Administered in Combination with Other Antiretroviral Agents for the Treatment of HIV-1 Infected Subjects

[Reviewer: Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]

4. Reports of Director and Co-Director

Dr. Coller announced that Dr. Edgar Charles was awarded a K08 grant from NIH.  He also had his paper published in the Blood Journal.

Dr. Coller reported that he attended the PI Oversight Committee held on Jan 15 – 16th.  Dr. Zerhouni was in attendance.  At the meeting it was concluded that PIs will be assigned as liaisons to steering committees in order to stay abreast of steering committee progress.  Dr. Coller noted that the meeting included several breakout sessions, one which focused on IT and another on Education/Career Development.  Dr. Coller chaired the Education/ Career Development session and he will provide the minutes of the meeting to ACCTS for review.  

Dr. Coller reported that PIs have been communicating their concern in regards to the CTSA budget cuts. They are exploring Congressional support to re-institute the original CTSA budget. Dr. Coller noted that a discussion took place among the PI’s on the best advocacy model.  No decision was reached, but there was a consensus to support the CTSA program as originally conceived and funded.
Dr. Coller expressed concern about the small number of new protocol submissions. Presently the Center is doing well in recruiting Clinical Scholars. 

Dr. Coller announced that the Center’s External Advisory Board (EAB) meeting is scheduled for March 11, 2008..  The EAB members will provide strategic advice to the CCTS.  

Dr. Coller announced that the efforts to recruit Dr. Cassanova to Rockefeller are progressing.

Dr. Coller noted that Dr. Eric Morrow of Stanford will be visiting Rockefeller University on March 10 as a faculty candidate as part of this year’s open recruitment process.  He studies the genetics and neurobiology of unusual forms of epilepsy and autism.
Dr. Coller announced he is working on the next eNewsletter.  A recent PubMed search identified 10 published papers that cited the CTSA grant as support for their research.  These papers will be highlighted in the next CCTS eNewsletter.

5. Reports of Subcommittees

a) Research Study Design and Biostatistics

    
[Dr. Knut Wittkowski]

Dr. Wittkowski announced that he was elected president of the GCRC Biostatisticians group.  One of his goals is to ease the transition of the group from the GCRC to the CTSA structure.  His long-term goal is to have a greater Biostatistical presence in the CTSA.

b) Inter-institutional Collaboration, Recruitment, and Community Engagement


[Dr. Rhonda Kost]

Dr. Kost reported that on January 16th the subcommittee met and reviewed the CTSA’s progress, highlighting the areas where the Community Engagement Committee plans to focus its efforts.  Dr. Kost noted that the committee is considering expanding its membership to include individuals connected to the Board of Education as well as other organizations. 

Dr. Kost reported that committee is in the process of developing a “visibility campaign” for the Center.  The committee is still gathering data and is working with the RU Public Affairs department on developing a media plan and media training for investigators.  The committee is exploring radio ads and the creation of a marketing video.  Pricing is still being negotiated.

Dr. Kost reported that recruitment for the community engagement position has been a challenge but that there are two excellent candidates at the moment.

c) Protection of Human Subject, Regulatory Issues and GCP


[Dr. Rhonda Kost]

Dr. Kost reported that the Protection of Human Subject, Regulatory Issues and GCP subcommittee met in January to review the draft GCP Strategic Plan.  Presently the subcommittee is focused on solidifying a plan to train Clinical Scholars.  Dr. Coller noted that as soon the strategic plan is completed the administration is committed to its full implementation.

Dr. Kost reported that a meeting was held with Jerry Latter and Hospital IT to discuss and review data security. The focus of the meeting was to formulate a plan to teach PIs how to ensure the security of their data.  Labs with human subject’s studies will be reviewed first because of the sensitivity of their data.  Ultimately, the CRSO auditors will add questions related to data security to their yearly audits.

d) Research Education, Training, and Career Development

[Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]

Dr. Schlesinger reported that the Research Education, Training, and Career Development subcommittee met in January.  The committee minutes were made available to the board for review. 

Dr. Schlesinger reported that she attended the NCRR Education meeting in January held in Washington DC.  During the meeting, Centers were challenged to come up with a set of nationally recognized core competencies for education programs during the meeting.  At the moment they are working on coming up with a set of core competencies to be agreed upon in the future.  The next CTSA Education/Career Development meeting is scheduled for March.

Dr. Schlesinger noted that other CTSAs provide certificate programs in translational research for PhD students. Discussions are underway, to develop a research techniques course in translational sciences at Rockefeller.  Dr. Schlesinger also reported that the Pilot Project Committee decided to recommend support for Dr. Tina Sobin to conduct research in El Paso Texas in the amount of $10,000.  A former RU Clinical Scholar, Dr. Sobin now has an adjunct appointment in the McEwen lab.  Dr. Schlesinger requested and received ACCTS approval to support the pilot project.

6. iRIS Reviewer Training

Ms. Jenkins provided the ACCTS with a presentation explaining the goals of the iRIS protocol development and study management system that will be used in lieu of the current protocol submission system.  Ms. Jenkins provided ACCTS with an overview of the basic functions and operations. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:36pm

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator

Approved:

_________________________________

Robert B. Darnell, MD, PhD

Chair

