The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science

Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

April 2nd, 2008

Voting Members Present: Ed Barbour, Jon Blumenfeld, Edgar Charles, Barry Coller,Robert Darnell, Emil Gotschlich, Peter Holt, Rhonda Kost, James Krueger, Maija Neville, Melissa Offenhartz, Barbara Osullivan, Sarah Schlesinger, Terry Solomon,  Mayte Suarez- Farinas, Knut Wittkowski 

Invited: Donna Brassil, Bonnie Kaiser, Justin O’Connor, Angela Slattery
______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order at 2:34pm

_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Minutes from the March 5th, 2008 ACCTS meeting were reviewed and approved.


2. Initial Reviews

a) Jyoti Jaiswal
Understanding the mechanism and role of cell membrane repair in Miyoshi Myopathy

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]
3. Continuing Reviews
a) Mary Jeanne Kreek
MKR-0055 - Corticotropin Releasing Factor (hCRF) Effects and Possible Role in Addictive Diseases

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

b) Mary Jeanne Kreek
MKR-0054 - Physiologic Effects of Opioid Peptides and Their Congeners: Dynorphin A Peptides

[Reviewer: Dr. Barry Coller]

c) Lisa Hudgins
LHU-0471 - Sensitivity to Fructose-Induced Palmitate Synthesis in End-Stage Renal Disease

[Reviewer: Dr. Robert Darnell]

d) Robert Darnell
RDA-0572 - Immunotherapy of the Paraneoplastic Syndromes (This protocol was formerly ADO-0538-0405)

[Reviewer: Dr. Emil Gotschlich]

4. Exempted Reviews
a) Rhonda Kost
Focus Groups of Research Participants and Research Professionals to Identify Key Dimensions of the Research Participant Experience

b) Leslie Vosshall

Physiological Effects of Androstadienone Exposure (LVO-0619)
c) Martin Markowitz

A Study of the Safety, Tolerability, and Pharmacokinetics of KD-247, A Humanized Monoclonal Antibody that Recognizes the Principal Neutralizing Determinant of HIV-1 in Asymptomatic HIV-1 Seropositive Individuals Who Are Not Receiving Concurrent Anti- Retroviral Therapy KD-1002  (MMA-0613)
d) Jan Breslow

High fat/protein vs. high carbohydrate diets in the treatment of obesity (JBR-0512)
e) Sarah Schlesinger

A Single-Patient Study Using AGS-006 as an Immunotherapeutic in a Subject with Newly Diagnosed Resectable Pancreatic Cancer (SSC-0605)
f) Martin Markowitz

Mucosal and Innate Immune Responses and Viral Reservoirs in Tissues and Cells During Acute HIV Infection, Version 1.0 (CHAVI012) (MMA-0606)
g) Arleen Auerbach

Entrance into the International Fanconi Anemia Registry (IFAR) (AAU-0112)
h) Sagit Zolotov

Leptin Treatment for Prevention of the Metabolic and Endocrine Sequelae of Weight Loss: Studies of Patients post gastric bypass surgery (SZO-0604)
i) Ralph Steinman

Regulatory T Cells and Dendritic Cells During HIV-1 Infection (Expedited) (RST-0469)
j) Marcelo Magnasco

Time summation in sound perception Administratively Closed by the IRB Office January 28, 2008 (MAG-0580)
k) James Krueger

A Twelve-Week Study (2 week run-in, 8 weeks treatment, 2 weeks follow-up) to Evaluate the Pharmacodynamic Effects of Cyclosporine A in Patients with Moderate-to-Severe Psoriasis in Order to Develop New Methods to Study Inhibition of T-Cell Activation Through the IL-2 Receptor (Closed to patient accrual) (JKR-0424)
l) Martin Markowitz

A Pilot Study of the New York HIV Transmissions Study: Project HITS-NY, Illicit Drug Use and Social Network Effects Among at Risk and Recently/Acutely HIV-1 Infected MSM (MMA-0607)

5. Reports of Director and Co-Director

Dr. Coller reported that the External Advisory Board (EAB) meeting was held on Tuesday, March 11th, 2008 from 6-9PM and Thursday, March 12th from 10:30 to 12:30.  Dr. Coller reported that he presented the highlights, milestones, and challenges encountered during Year 02 of the CTSA award.  The EAB was pleased with the Center’s progress and the Center’s focus on recruitment.  The EAB’s complete report is being prepared and will be shared with the ACCTS.

Dr. Coller reported that Project Officer Dan Rosenblum conducted a site visit on Friday, March 28th,  2008.  The purpose of the site visit was to conduct a review of the Center and to identify any areas that may benefit from NCRR or other NIH resources.

Dr. Coller introduced Angela Slattery, Specialist, Clinical and Translational Science Communication.  Angela will be responsible for developing the Certificate Program, producing the e-Newsletter and maintaining the CCTS webpage. She will also coordinate the Centennial celebrations.

Dr. Coller noted in preparation of the Centennial celebration the Hospital entrance will be reconfigured with the portraits of Drs. Avery and McCarthy and a commemorative plaque.to commemorate their discovery that DNA is the molecule of heredity. These portraits will be relocated to the main entrance of the hospital. 

Dr. Coller reported that he recently participated in an EAB review of Yale, and was impressed with the Yale PhD program.  On May 22nd, the Scholars and Senior CTSA leadership will be visiting Yale to interact with the Yale CTSA for a day of scientific exchange. 

Dr. Coller will also participate as a member of the Duke EAB in April. 

Dr. Coller reported that Dr. Casanova’s recruitment is continuing.  Dr. Nurse sent an offer letter and the Center is currently working with Dr. Casanova to address concerns about his transitioning to New York.

Dr. Coller also noted that Dr. Eric Marrow spoke at the Center on Monday, March 10th, 2008 during the recruitment lecture series.  
6. Reports of Subcommittees

a) Oversight of Pilot and Collaborative Translational and Clinical Studies [Dr. James Krueger]

Dr. Krueger reported that in the past year the Center has funded 10 pilot projects, and recently two investigators submitted late breaking proposals for review and funding:

· Dr. Edgar Charles 

· Sr. Sagit Zolotov

The Pilot protocol summaries were provided along with Dr. Krueger’s request for Board approval of the additional pilot projects. The pilot projects were approved. 

b) Research Education, Training, and Career Development [Sarah Schlesinger]

Dr. Schlesinger reported that progress is being made by the CCTS in creating a Certificate Program at the University for PhD students, MD – PhD students and Postdoctoral fellows who wish to learn more about Clinical and Translational Science.  A number of Postdoctoral fellows have shown interest and will be meeting with Dr. Schlesinger on Monday, April 7th for a discussion to explore their goals for the Certificate Program.

Dr. Schlesinger noted that the online application system for Clinical Scholars is up and running.

Dr. Schlesinger reported that she is working with the development office to create a “Women in Science” mentoring program for all interested women at the Center.  Dr. Schlesinger will be meeting with the Development Office to further discuss logistics.

7. Review of Center Metrics and Resource Utilization

The CTSA Annual Progress Report (APR) is due April 30th, 2008. Maija Neville is preparing this report in collaboration with Drs. Coller and Krueger and the Core directors. 

8. Assessment of Underutilization, Inappropriate Use, and Low Productivity

No issues to report

9. Review of Budget

Ms. Neville announced that in preparation for the APR she is also preparing the budget for next year.

10. Strategic Planning Issues

Nothing to report

The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 pm

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator

Approved:

_________________________________

James Krueger, MD, PhD  
Acting Chair
