
The Rockefeller University Center for Clinical and Translational Science

Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Clinical and Translational Science (ACCTS)

April 4th, 2007

Voting Members Present: J. Krueger (acting chair, ex‑officio), E. Barbour, J. Blumenfeld, E. Charles, B. Coller, E. Gotschlich, P. Holt, R. Kost, M. Neville, M. Offenhartz, B. O’Sullivan, T. Solomon, K. Wittkowski 

Invited: D. Brassil, B. Kaiser, E. Londoño

_______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order at 2:40 PM.

_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Minutes from the April 4th, 2007 ACCTS meeting were reviewed and approved, with the inclusion of edits from Terry Solomon.


2. Scientific Review of New Protocols

a. Lisa Neff, MD
The Natural History of Obesity and Associated Conditions Before, During, and After Treatment with Conventional Therapies
[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

b. James Krueger, MD, PhD
A Phase 3, Multicenter, Randomized Study Comparing CNTO 1275 and Etanercept for the Treatment of Moderate to Severe Plaque Psoriasis

[Reviewer: Dr. Madhav Dhodapkar]

c. Barry Coller, MD  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Evaluation of a Bleeding History Phenotyping Questionnaire

[Reviewer: Prof. Emil Gotschlich]

3. Scientific Review of Ongoing Protocols

a. Arleen Auerbach, MD
AAU-0112 - Entrance into the International Fanconi Anemia Registry (IFAR)





[Reviewer: Dr. Madhav Dhodapkar]

b) Robert Darnell, MD, PhD
RDA-0572 - Immunotherapy of the Paraneoplastic Syndromes  (This protocol was formerly ADO-0538-0405)





[Reviewer: Prof. Emil Gotschlich]

c) Christian Münz, MD
CMU-0533 - DC/NK Interactions in Human Secondary Lymphoid Organs





[Reviewer: Dr. Sarah Schlesinger]

d)  Jan Breslow
JBR-0512 - High fat/protein vs. high carbohydrate diets in the treatment of obesity





[Reviewer: Prof. Jules Hirsch]

e)  Lisa Hudgins
LHU-0471 - Sensitivity to Fructose-Induced Palmitate Synthesis in End-Stage Renal Disease





[Reviewer: Dr. Peter Holt]

f. Ralph Steinman, MD
RST-0469 - Regulatory T Cells and Dendritic Cells During HIV-1 Infection (Expedited)





[Reviewer: Dr. Edgar Charles]

_______________________________________________________________________________


4. Reports of Director and Co-Director
Dr. Coller informed the Committee that the External Advisory Committee met after the most recent Hospital Committee meeting.  Dr. Coller noted that a report showing the Center’s progress was provided to the committee, along with ACCTS minutes and additional supporting documents.  The External Advisory Committee is creating a report that will be sent to the NIH for their review. 

Dr. Daniel Rosenblum, our NIH Project Officer, made a second visit on March 28th to meet with Drs. Coller and Krueger and Ed Barbour. Dr. Rosenblum was informed of the progress being made in our Informatics Core, and provided with a broad update of the Center’s progress.  Dr. Coller reported that Dr. Rosenblum is looking forward to working with RU as a partner, helping us identify resources that may help us achieve our goals.

Dr. Coller announced that Dr. Barbara Alving was officially named Director of NCRR at the NIH on April 2nd, 2007.  Dr. Coller stated that the CTSA program will greatly benefit from her leadership.

Dr. Coller reported on a meeting that several members of the senior leadership committee had with Dr. Jonathan Tobin, Director of the Clinical Directors Network.   Everyone was very impressed with CDN’s ability to conduct clinical studies in community health centers and CDN’s educational programs for primary care physicians utilizing web casting.  Drs. Coller and Krueger have volunteered to prepare web cast presentations.  Dr. Coller reported that he would like to identify 1 or 2 volunteers with active protocols that would fit well with our collaborative efforts to work closely with CDN.

Dr. Coller reported that the next PI steering meeting will take place on April 17; Dr. Coller is currently the interim chair.  Dr. Coller reported that he prepared the agenda for the meeting. Items to be discussed include re-budgeting and the  K-12 program.    He will encourage the adoption of an NIH-wide policy that clearly states that K-12 awardees are eligible for other K awards.

Dr. Edgar Charles noted that if K-12 funding had a negative impact on eligibility for future K award  funding it would be a very big obstacle.

Dr. Krueger reported that Research Education, Training, and Career Development subcommittee co-chair Dr. Sarah Schlesinger will report on new web applications for the master’s program at the next ACCTS meeting.

Dr. Krueger reported that the flow cytometer has arrived. The director has been hired and will be starting in May. The unit will be housed on the 2nd Floor of the Hospital in the Krueger Lab.

5. Reports of Subcommittees

a) Biostatistics and Research Design [Dr. Knut Wittkowski]

Dr. Wittkowski reported that the Insightful consultants were at the Center and provided valuable input on defining modularity of the WISDOM software so that tangible results can be obtained rapidly.  Dr. Wittkowski noted the goal is to start work in the next few weeks.  Dr. Wittkowski reported that he is also currently enhancing MμStat.

b) Inter-institutional Collaboration, Recruitment, and Community Engagement [Elizabeth Londoño]

Ms. Londoño reported that Dr. Coller has invited Dr. Jonathan Tobin, President/CEO of the Clinical Directors Network, to join the Inter-institutional Collaboration, Recruitment, and Community Engagement subcommittee.  The subcommittee hopes Dr. Tobin will be able to attend their next meeting on April 25, to discuss the initial ideas for collaboration.  

Ms. Londoño also indicated the need to define “community outreach” and determine how it will be measured.  “Outreach” may include activities beyond those directly leading to patient recruitment.  An inventory of outreach activities, such as lectures and educational efforts, as well as recruitment of patients, needs to be established in order to fully capture our community engagement. 

Ms. Londoño reported on the next steps of the subcommittee, which include: 
• Setting up a template for Investigators to keep track of activities and data
• Reaching out to Investigators and Coordinators during the protocol 
development process in order to centralize and improve recruitment practices
• Plan outreach and educational events

Ms. Londoño informed the Committee that the National Steering Committee 
will be holding monthly conference calls for the purpose of sharing information and resources.  Four other CTSA sites announced partnerships with other federal agencies (e.g., NIMH and NIDA) and planned multi-day conferences between May ’07 and September ’07 as a way to start cultivating relationships with community doctors and community based organizations. 

Dr. Coller suggested the use of a template to make it easier for PI’s to provide the information needed. A prospective log would help make it easier to report activities in the future.

Ms. Bonnie Kaiser suggested a short electronic survey with 5 – 10.

Ms. Londoño recommended that investigators and coordinators be more involved in protocol development to help centralize and improve recruitment practices.  Ms. Londoño is in the process of planning an outreach/educational event in the near future.

c) Biomedical Informatics  [Edward Barbour]

Mr. Barbour reported that Ms. Natasha Levenkova has been hired as the new Phenotype Analyst/Programmer for the CCTS.  Ms. Levenkova will be developing phenotype/genotype databases, data mining techniques and scoring algorithms. She will also be and working closely with Rockefeller University researchers to help them develop ontologies and analyze multiple sources.

Mr. Barbour noted that IRIS will start test runs with Dr. Charles’ study in parallel with paper data in and integrated fashion. 

6. Review of Center Metrics and Resource Utilization

A review of the center metrics submitted to NIH will take place at the next 
ACCTS meeting.

7. Assessment of Underutilization, Inappropriate Use, and Low Productivity

There are no instances of underutilization, inappropriate use, or low productivity.

8. Review of Budget

The budget will be discussed at the next ACCTS meeting.

9. Strategic Planning Issues

The CCTS is actively recruiting for all vacant positions.  The focus is to expand the Center’s science base as the infrastructure structure grows.

The Center continues to work diligently on recruitment of new faculty and discussions are currently ongoing with several candidates.

Dr. Coller reported that he will be attending the American Society of Clinical Investigation meeting on April 13 - 14, 2007.  He will use this meeting as an opportunity to recruit new faculty. 

Dr. Coller reported on recent progress with the protocol to study patients who are in the minimally conscious state in collaboration with colleagues from Cornell.  Recently the protocol was awarded some funds by a private donor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was adjourned at 4:37 PM

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Maija Neville

ACCTS Administrator

Approved:

_________________________________

James Krueger, MD, PhD  

Acting Chair
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